CIRIA C683

Risk assessment for the handling of
armourstone at quarries or on site

The quarry operator, supplier and contractor should enforce stringent health and safety
procedures applicable to the legislative instruments in the country in question. Handling and
testing armourstone is a hazardous activity, due to the huge masses and heavy machinery

involved. Appropriate risk assessment should be carried out.

This appendix includes a typical template for risk assessment and an example of a completed
risk assessment. The example given is for loading armourstone onto a barge at the quarry’s
jetty loading facility. Hazard likelihood and severity of consequences are itemised and scored.
The product of the hazard likelihood and associated consequence is the risk score associated
with each hazard. Hazard mitigation controls are then assigned. New risk scores can then be
quantified in the light of the controls to be implemented.

Risk assessments should be carried out for the separate activities identified as potentially
hazardous. These activities could include for example, performing mass distribution tests and
block integrity tests. The risk assessment process should be overseen by the person

responsible for health and safety.
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